THE ANGLO-FRENCH ENTENTE OF 1904            155
Egypt for more than a quarter of a century had been
one of the most acute sources of friction between Downing
Street and the Quai d'Orsay. It had been the Achilles heel
of British foreign policy. All the Great Powers had certain
political and financial rights in Egypt which continually
hampered England's freedom of action and threatened the
efficiency of Egyptian administration. Egyptian finance
was now in a flourishing condition. But owing to the inter-
national fetters originally imposed under conditions which
no longer existed, the Khedive, that is to say, his English
advisers, were unable to derive any real profit from the
surplus funds. The situation, says Lord Cromer, had be-
come intolerable.89 It was therefore a great relief to Eng-
land to obtain a waiver of the financial restrictions and to
receive the assurance that "the Government of the French
Republic will not obstruct the action of Great Britain in
Egypt by asking that a date should be fixed for the British
occupation or in any other matter."90 England's new free-
dom of action was embodied in a Khedivial Decree which
England speedily notified formally to the Powers and to
which she secured their assent.91 Egypt was no longer a
vulnerable point in English diplomacy. Within six months,
as Kiihlmann wrote from Tangiers, "The Egyptian question
is dead, but the Moroccan question is very much alive." 92
Morocco, on the other hand, was pregnant with trouble
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